Amyloid angiopathy-related vascular cognitive impairment.
We review accumulating evidence that cerebrovascular amyloid deposition (cerebral amyloid angiopathy [CAA]) is an independent risk factor for cognitive dysfunction. The two population-based autopsy studies that have analyzed cognitive status during life as a function of CAA have each suggested deleterious effects of CAA on cognition even after controlling for age and Alzheimer disease pathology. We also review data from patients with CAA-related intracerebral hemorrhage (the one form of CAA that can be noninvasively recognized) suggesting associations of CAA with radiographic white matter abnormalities and cognitive impairment. These data highlight the importance of elucidating the effects of vascular amyloid on cerebrovascular function and of developing therapeutic strategies for this potentially widespread form of microvascular cognitive impairment.